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forms and harmonies

PRESS RELEASE
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‘The fundamental theme, which is always present in my work, is the flow of time, understood essentially as 
movement in space.’ – Carlo Rea

Tornabuoni Art London presents the first solo show in the UK of the Italian artist Carlo Rea (b. Rome, 1962). 
Rea continues the Italian post war tradition of working with non-traditional materials – plaster, wood, gauze 
and ceramic, among others.

His delicate relief paintings are motionless, yet they seem in constant flux, morphing from painting into 
sculpture, from canvas into clay. Despite often being monochrome, his petal-like forms create a harmony of



tones and shadows. His installations combine the delicate 
and the durable, and his body of work defies traditional 
categories.

Rea’s work also crosses between the visual and musical 
dimensions, exemplified by his sonic installation ‘Senza 
Titolo (Coppia di diffusori)’, 2018, which will be shown in 
the gallery. Trained as a classical violinist and violist, the 
artist embraces the notion of musical time and chromatic 
rhythms in his work. Some of his simplest works create a 
luminous surface vibration by stretching gauze veils over 
stucco to give a moiré effect. Their undulating surfaces 
seem to move as the viewer changes position. 

Tornabuoni Art London seeks to distill the range of Rea’s 
artistic production and bring this artist to the British public 
for the first time. 

The exhibition catalogue includes an essay by Professor Bruno Corà, Curator and President of the Alberto 
Burri Foundation in Città di Castello, Italy, who has been a longtime champion of the artist and his fascination 
with expressing the flow of time in the visual realm. As Corà writes:
 
‘With his awareness of the instability surrounding our lives and of an equally unlimited impermanence of 
being, Rea fuses his own thought with Heraclitus’s essential sentiment of panta rei: an instant yet eternal time 
flows through everything – every gesture, every sensation and every thought.’
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NOTES TO EDITORS

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Born in Rome in 1962, Carlo Rea lives and works between France 
and the Marche region of central Italy. He graduated from the 
Conservatorio di Santa Cecilia in Rome, where he studied violin 
and viola. Rea describes his creative process as a research on 
vibration, sound and breath within materials that are extra-pictorial 
and yet retain an intrinsic plastic value, such as wood, burlap, 
asphalt, terracotta and ceramic. 
 
Both his experience as a musician and his encounter with the 
cultural and artistic scene in Rome, in the early 1980s, were 
very influential on Rea’s early work. During this period, he made 
his ‘Partiture Visuali’ (visual partitions), in which the language of 
musical notation is translated into visual form. Soon after this he 
abandoned his musical studies to pursue his passion for visual 
arts. This decision paved the way for his first solo show at the 
Galerie Berthet-Aittouares, Paris, in 1992.

In the late 1990s, Rea became interested in the relationship 
between music, art and medicine. 



46 ALBEMARLE STREET, LONDON W1S 4JN,  T. +44 (0) 207 62 92 172
INFO@TORNABUONIART.COM  WWW.TORNABUONIART.COM

 
He went on to create and manage the first two editions of the Crossover Festival at Civitella del Tronto (2001 
and 2002), where the study of medicine is combined with different artistic disciplines.
 
After this experience, which entailed a temporary creative break, Rea was prompted by an encounter with the 
Italian artist Enrico Castellani to return to the visual arts. Since then, Rea’s work has taken on a more ethereal 
aspect: in his later pieces, plaster, gauze and other non-traditional art materials are made into moving forms, 
as the fundamental underlying theme is the flowing of time expressed through movement in space. The effect 
that he achieves is one of fluctuating matter, suggesting the constant instability of all things that surround us, 
encouraging the viewer to reflect on the impermanence of being.

Carlo Rea’s work has been displayed in a number of solo and group exhibitions in Italy and Europe. 

ABOUT TORNABUONI 

Founded in Florence in 1981 by Roberto Casamonti, in the street that gave the gallery its name, Tornabuoni 
opened other exhibition spaces in Crans-Montana in 1993, Milan in 1995, Forte dei Marmi in 2004, Paris in 
2009 and London in 2015. Specialising in Post-War Italian art, the gallery presents the work of artists such 
as Fontana, Burri, Castellani, Bonalumi, Boetti, Scheggi and Manzoni.
 
Tornabuoni also has a permanent collection of significant works by major Italian artists of the Novecento, 
such as De Chirico, Morandi, Balla and Severini, as well as international 20th-century avant-garde masters, 
such as Picasso, Mirò, Kandinsky, Hartung, Poliakoff, Dubuffet, Lam, Matta, Christo, Wesselmann, Warhol 
and Basquiat. Complementing its focus on Italian art, the Tornabuoni collection also features the work of 
young contemporary artists such as the Italian artist Francesca Pasquali and the Italy-based Armenian artist 
Mikayel Ohanjanyan, who won the Golden Lion at the 2015 Venice Biennale and whose work is on show at 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park since 2017.
 
Tornabuoni participates in major international art fairs such as the FIAC in Paris, TEFAF in Maastricht and New 
York, Art Basel, Art Basel Miami Beach, Art Basel Hong Kong, Arte Fiera in Bologna, Miart in Milan, Frieze 
Masters and Masterpiece in London, Artgenève in Geneva and Artmonte-carlo in Monaco.
 
The gallery also works closely with museums and institutions. With its experience and knowledge of the work 
of the artists it represents, Tornabuoni has also established itself as an advisor for both private and public 
collections.
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Images: Carlo Rea, Ferrum, 2017-2018, painted terracotta on iron, 145 x 200 cm © Tornabuoni Art
Carlo Rea, Spore, Piccolo verde, 2016, plaster, pigments, tempera and glue on canvas, 50 x 50 cm © Tornabuoni Art
Carlo Rea in his studio, 2018. © Paolo Calamita

For more information on the gallery and its activities, please visit www.tornabuoniart.com
Follow us on Facebook (@TornabuoniArtLondon), Instagram (@TornabuoniArt), Twitter (@TornabuoniArt) and Pinterest (@TornabuoniArt) with the 
hashtags #CarloRea #CarloReaExhibition #TornabuoniArt.


