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 Anyone whose goal is 'something higher' must expect someday to suffer vertigo. What is vertigo? Fear of 
falling? No, Vertigo is something other than fear of falling. It is the voice of the emptiness below us which 
tempts and lures us, it is the desire to fall, against which, terrified, we defend ourselves. 
― Milan Kundera, The Unbearable Lightness of Being 
  
  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4489585


LONDON -- Tornabuoni Art London is proud to announce 2019 recipient of its Annual Curatorial Fellowship. 
Fatoş Üstek, currently Director and Chief Curator at DRAF (David Roberts Art Foundation), incoming 
Director at Liverpool Biennial has been invited to curate an exhibition informed by the artworks in the 
Tornabuoni Art Collection. The exhibition entitled ‘The Unbearable Lightness of Being’ opens on 24 April 
and is accompanied by a conference and a publication. 
  
While Tornabuoni Art is well-known for presenting museum-quality Italian post-war art, Üstek has looked at 
a wide and international array of artists in the collection, who experimented with untraditional media and 
new and influential artistic positions. Üstek has sought to link works through a conceptual, rather than 
chronological thread, juxtaposing works by artists of different generations and nationalities and creating 
new dialogues between them. Although Üstek is a specialist in contemporary art, she is drawn to art of the 
post-war period, finding that it offers fertile ground for looking at a world of social and political unrest and 
for exploring human relationships and tensions through the lens of artistic experimentation. 
  
Fatoş Üstek comments: 
‘It has been a pleasure to receive the Curatorial Fellowship at Tornabuoni Art. Over the past year, I have 
been thrilled to discover the extensive collection of over 5,000 artworks acquired over many decades and 
based in Tornabuoni’s Florence headquarters. With the exhibition, “The Unbearable Lightness of Being”, 
borrowing its title from the famous novel by Czech-born, French writer Milan Kundera, I wanted to highlight 
the  breadth of artists in the collection, not only post-war Italian but also from across the world, male and 
female. 
  
I am especially excited about works by Alighiero Boetti, Alberto Burri, Nicola de Maria, Jiri Kolar, Willem de 
Kooning, Louise Nevelson and Cy Twombly in the show. I have selected lesser-known works by these 
artists, and I have also tried to introduce new relationships across generations. I am especially drawn to 
Gino de Dominicis’ painting – it is an incredible work to start the exhibition and a beautiful leitmotif for the 
exhibition score that I have been composing.’

 

Ursula Casamonti, Director of Tornabuoni Art London comments: 
‘Fatos Üstek has looked at our family’s collection with fresh eyes, teasing out new relationships and ideas, 
reinterpreting familiar works to make us look again and reconsider their importance. It has been 
enlightening to look again at our art with her, and to learn from her insights.’

 

Curatorial statement by Fatoş Üstek: 
Milan Kundera explores the nature of love and monogamous relationships, through which he explores 
human nature, inherent drives for power and domination, setting his novel in a period of political turmoil. We 
can question if we have ever fully moved on from a trembling state of socio-political unrest, if world affairs 
have evolved for the better or worse. I was inspired by the writing and the narration of Kundera and his 
philosophical questions. 
  
Researching the Tornabuoni Collection evoked a similar feeling and sense of alignment with the world as 
that of the novel’s characters. In this exhibition, I wanted to bring together artistic practices that have a 
primary unrest and challenge. The quest into the materiality of art production, the artistic inquiry into the 
world of things and especially the truths that art provides have been crucial pillars in the process of 
selection. 
  
The meaning of the title ‘The Unbearable Lightness of Being’ is twofold: it explores the idea of ‘something 
higher’, in Kundera’s words, in life and also expresses the struggles and tensions that come with it – similar 
to the creative processes of artistic production. 
  
I was impressed to discover the Tornabuoni Collection, begun in Florence by the gallery founder Roberto 
Casamonti, and its wide range of interests. I am drawn to art of the 20th century and especially to the post-



war era, which is important for understanding the art of today. In my career, I mainly work with living artists. 
With this exhibition I had the fortunate opportunity to explore a new terrain, and to work with art historical 
documents and narratives, discovering beautiful artworks by seminal artists along the way.  
  
Rather than applying traditional art historical categories in presenting work from the last century, I wanted to 
introduce a concept-driven approach to the collection. Moreover, I sought to bring together many diverse 
artists and artistic perspectives in the exhibition, to expand beyond the demarcations of Europe and also to 
include works from across the decades. This show juxtaposes various artistic stances and impulses to look 
at the relationships around us and the nature of being. 
  
  
NOTES FOR EDITORS 
  
FATOS USTEK 
Fatoş Üstek (1980, Ankara, Turkey), curator and art writer, is regarded as one of the rising stars in the 
international art scene. Üstek is incoming Director at Liverpool Biennial. Formerly she was Director and 
Chief Curator at the David Roberts Art Foundation. Having been an associate curator for the 10th Gwangju 
Biennale in South Korea in 2014, she went on to curate the internationally acclaimed fig-2, 50 projects in 50 
weeks, in London the following year and then Art Night 2017 in East London. She is an external member of 
the Acquisitions Committee for the Arts Council Collection (2018-2020). Most recently she curated Do Ho 
Suh’s most significant commission in the UK for Art Night and Sculpture in the City in London. 
  
She received her MA at the Contemporary Art Theory Department at Goldsmiths College London, after 
completing her BA in Mathematics at Bogazici University in Istanbul, where she also gained a degree in Film 
Studies. 
  
THE TORNABUONI ART ANNUAL CURATORIAL FELLOWSHIP 
  
Tornabuoni Art London launched the Tornabuoni Annual Curatorial Fellowship in April 2018, with the 
exhibition ‘BOOM’, curated by Flavia Frigeri. Every year, the gallery selects a curator, who is given the keys 
to the gallery’s collection, in order to find new threads connecting Tornabuoni’s collection of over 6000 
artworks and create an exhibition. 
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